
Trafficking for sexual exploitation 

I. Definitions: 

Approximately 500,000 women are annually trafficked into Western Europe. (International Organization for 
Migration, Michael Specter, "Traffickers’ New Cargo: Naive Slavic Women," New York Times 11 January 
1998)  

The slave trade in women for sexual purposes is growing, and organized crime is more often behind this 
trade. Smuggling in humans is much less risky than smuggling drugs and it is highly profitable. 
(Commissioner Anita Gradin, "Conference on Trafficking in Women" European Commission, 10-11 June 
1996) 

Women from Africa (Ghana, Nigeria, Morocco), Latin America (Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic), 
South East Asia (the Philippines, Thailand), and Central and Eastern Europe (Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania, Russia, Ukraine) are the largest groups of women being trafficked into the European 
Union. (Europe national data, "Trafficking of Women to the European Union: Characterisitics, Trends and 
Policy Issues," European Conference on Trafficking in Women, (June 1996), IOM, 7 May 1996)  

Prostitution 

There seems to be a growing demand in the European Union for more extreme and "exotic" sexual 
services, some of which in and by themselves produce extensive health risks (Mansson, 1995).  

Sex Tourism 

Belgium, France, Germany, Holland and other European nations have more than 15,000 known child sex 
offenders. 

 

What Is Child Sex Tourism? 
Each year more than a million children are exploited in the global commercial sex trade. Child sex tourism (CST) involves people 
who travel from their own country to another and engage in commercial sex acts with children. CST is a shameful assault on the 
dignity of children and a form of violent child abuse. The sexual exploitation of children has devastating consequences.  

Tourists engaging in CST often travel to developing countries looking for anonymity and the availability of children in 
prostitution. The crime is typically fueled by weak law enforcement, corruption, the Internet, ease of travel, and poverty. These 
sexual offenders come from all socio-economic backgrounds and may hold positions of trust. 



 

Pornography 

As a result of the international investigation of a worldwide Internet child pornography ring, European 
governments are now asking that budgets to control child pornography which were previously due to be cut 
by the European Commission, be reinstated. Although almost all of the 15 European Union member states 
seek stronger measures to combat pornography involving children, the Netherlands opposed Belgium's 
proposal to make it a criminal offense to possess such material for "personal ends". So the possession of 
pornographic videos of children will no longer be regarded in Europe as constitution sexual exploitation and 
will be exempt from all sanctions.  

 



II. Victim’s stories: 
 

Cambodia: Neary grew up in rural Cambodia. Her parents died when she was a child, and, in an effort to 
give her a better life, her sister married her off when she was 17. Three months later they went to visit a 
fishing village. Her husband rented a room in what Neary thought was a guest house. But when she woke 
the next morning, her husband was gone. The owner of the house told her she had been sold by her 
husband for $300 and that she was actually in a brothel.  

For five years, Neary was raped by five to seven men every day. In addition to brutal physical abuse, Neary 
was infected with HIV and contracted AIDS. The brothel threw her out when she became sick, and she 
eventually found her way to a local shelter. She died of HIV/AIDS at the age of 23.  

…………. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Lusa is a 17 year-old orphan kidnapped in 2004 from her native Uzbekistan. 
Lusa’s aunt engineered her abduction to Dubai using a cousin's passport, because the aunt wanted to 
take Lusa’s apartment. In Dubai, Lusa was sold to a slavery and prostitution ring. When she was no 
longer useable in prostitution, the traffickers sent her to a psychiatric center. An Uzbek NGO located her 
in Dubai. The NGO arranged to move her to a shelter, and they began working on her repatriation. 
Because she entered the U.A.E. illegally, on a false passport, the U.A.E. immigration service said she 
should serve a two-year prison sentence. Government officials and the enterprising NGO are negotiating 
Lusa’s case. 

……………… 

ITALY: Viola, a young Albanian, was 13 when she started dating 21-year-
old Dilin, who proposed to marry her, then move to Italy where he had 
cousins who could get him a job. Arriving in Italy, Viola’s life changed 
forever. Dilin locked her in a hotel room and left her, never to be seen 
again. A group of men entered, and began to beat Viola. Then, each 
raped her. The leader informed Viola that Dilin had sold her and that she 
had to obey him or else she would be killed. For seven days Viola was 
beaten and repeatedly raped. Viola was sold a second time to someone 
who beat her head so badly she was unable to see for two days She was 
told if she didn’t work as a prostitute, her mother and sister in Albania 
would be raped and killed. Viola was forced to submit to prostitution until 
police raided the brothel she was in. She was deported to Albania. 

…………………….. 

TURKEY: Svetlana was a young Belarusian living in Minsk and looking for a job when she came upon 
some Turkish men who promised her a well-paying job in Istanbul. Once Svetlana crossed the border, 



her passport and money were taken and she was locked up. Svetlana and another foreign woman were 
sent to the apartment of two businessmen and forced into prostitution. Svetlana had other plans: In an 
attempt to escape, she jumped out of a window and fell six stories to the street below. According to 
Turkish court documents, customers did not take Svetlana to the hospital, they called the traffickers 
instead. These events led to her death. Svetlana's body lay unclaimed in the morgue for two weeks until 
Turkish authorities learned her identity and sent her body to Belarus. But Svetlana did not die in vain. 
Belarusian and Turkish authorities cooperated effectively to arrest and charge those responsible for 
contributing to a death and for human trafficking. 

………………….. 

 

SINGAPORE: Karin, a young mother of two, was looking for a job in Sri Lanka when a man befriended her and convinced her 
that she could land a better job in Singapore as a waitress. He arranged and paid for her travel. A Sri Lankan woman met 
Karin upon arrival in Singapore, confiscated her passport, and took her to a hotel. The woman made it clear that Karin had to 
submit to prostitution to pay back the money it cost for her to be flown into Singapore. Karin was taken to an open space for 
sale in the sex market where she joined women from Indonesia, Thailand, India, and China to be inspected and purchased by 
men from Pakistan, India, China, Indonesia and Africa. The men would take the women to nearby hotels and rape them. Karin 
was forced to have sex with an average of 15 men a day or night. She developed a serious illness, and three months after her 
arrival was arrested by the Singaporean police during a raid on the brothel. She was deported to Sri Lanka. 

………………………….. 

 


